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(57) ABSTRACT

An adaptive X-ray filter for varying a local intensity of X-ray
radiation includes a first chamber containing a magnetorheo-
logical or electrorheological first liquid, a second chamber
containing a second liquid that absorbs X-ray radiation, and a
flexible membrane that separates the first chamber from the
second chamber. Using the flexible membrane, a layer thick-
ness ratio of the first liquid and the second liquid may be
varied. A heating apparatus that heats the second liquid is
arranged in the adaptive X-ray filter. The second liquid is a
liquid metal.

15 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
ADAPTIVE X-RAY FILTER

This application claims the benefit of DE 10 2012 207
627.1, filed on May 8, 2012, which is hereby incorporated by
reference.

BACKGROUND

The present embodiments relate to an adaptive X-ray filter
for varying the local intensity of X-ray radiation.

When examinations are carried out using X-rays, a patient
or the patient’s organs may exhibit a widely differing absorp-
tion behavior in a region under examination with respect to
the applied X-ray radiation. For example, in the case of thorax
X-rays, the attenuation in the mediastinum (e.g., the region in
front of the lobes of the lungs) is very high as a result of the
organs located there. In contrast, the attenuation is very low in
the region of the lobes of the lungs itself. Both in order to
obtain a meaningful X-ray image, and to protect the patient,
the applied dose may be set on a region-specific basis such
that no more X-ray radiation is delivered than is necessary. In
those regions with high attenuation, a greater X-ray radiation
dose is to be applied than in regions with lower attenuation. In
addition, there are applications in which only one part of the
examined region is to be X-rayed with high diagnostic quality
(e.g., with less noise). The surrounding parts may be impor-
tant for orientation but not for the actual diagnostic process.
These surrounding regions may therefore be imaged at a
lower dose in order to reduce the overall dose applied.

With regard to certain X-ray examinations, variations in
the thickness of the human body are compensated for, and
thus, the uniformity of the radiation is increased for imaging
purposes. This may be achieved by a filter that is designed
such that the material thickness thereof may be varied con-
tinuously or stepwise in order to thereby enable adjustment of
the intensity distribution of the X-ray radiation.

During an X-ray examination skin-damaging soft and
medium-soft rays are also produced. The skin-damaging soft
and medium-soft rays may have only minor diagnostic rel-
evance because the soft and medium-soft rays are in large part
absorbed by the tissue of the patient and do not arrive at the
image receptor. For this reason, the radiation is to be “hard-
ened”. This provides that the softer rays (e.g., longer wave-
length less penetrating rays) are to be filtered out by an X-ray
filter.

German patent specification DE 19638 621 C1 describes a
filter that may be adjusted on a region-specific basis for
absorbing X-ray radiation. The adjustability is provided by a
controllable matrix arranged on a housing for generating a
field acting on a liquid contained in the housing. The housing
includes at least two chambers that are separated from one
another in a sealed manner by a flexible membrane. The
chambers contain liquids differing in absorption behavior for
X-rays. At least one of the liquids is magnetorheological or
electrorheological.

German patent specification DE 101 60 610 B4 discloses a
filter for an X-ray examination apparatus for absorbing X-ray
radiation having a plurality of controllable elements for gen-
erating electrical or magnetic fields that act on a liquid that
absorbs X-ray radiation and result in a field-dependent,
locally differing absorption behavior via the liquid surface.
The form of atleast one part of the elements is chosen depend-
ing on the form of an object to be examined by the examina-
tion apparatus.

SUMMARY AND DESCRIPTION

A disadvantage of the known solutions is the fact that in
order to compensate for varying object thicknesses, addi-

10

20

35

40

45

50

55

65

2

tional preformed contour diaphragms are to be used. In order
to filter out soft radiation components from the applied radia-
tion, special prefilters made of copper or aluminum are used.
Contour diaphragms and prefilters are inserted either manu-
ally into the accessory rails of the collimator, or are intro-
duced by a costly and space-consuming electrical drive.

The present embodiments may obviate one or more of the
drawbacks or limitations in the related art. For example, an
adaptive X-ray filter for varying the local intensity of X-ray
radiation is provided.

In one embodiment, an adaptive X-ray filter for varying a
local intensity of X-ray radiation is provided. The adaptive
X-ray filter includes a first chamber containing a magne-
torheological or electrorheological first liquid, a second
chamber containing a second liquid that absorbs X-ray radia-
tion, and a flexible membrane that separates the first chamber
from the second chamber. Using the flexible membrane, a
layer thickness ratio of the first liquid and the second liquid
may be varied. A heating apparatus that heats the second
liquid is arranged in the adaptive X-ray filter. The second
liquid may be a liquid metal. A constant fluidity of the liquid
metal is provided as a result of heating the liquid metal.
Liquid metal exhibits good flow characteristics. Sedimenta-
tion may be avoided even after extended periods of nonop-
eration or in different positions of the adaptive x-ray filter. An
alloy such as GALINSTAN, for example, may be used as the
liquid metal, which is deemed to be nontoxic and is already
employed in applications such as in a thermometer, for
example.

In a further embodiment, the adaptive X-ray filter may
include a housing in which the first chamber and the second
chamber are constructed.

The heating apparatus may include a heating unit that is
constructed in the second chamber. For example, a heating
unit including a heating coil and a thermostat may be used.

In another embodiment, the adaptive X-ray filter may
include an electrode matrix that applies an electrical or mag-
netic field to the first liquid. Using means, the viscosity of the
liquid is varied. This provides that the membrane situated
between the first chamber and second chamber is adjusted. By
adjusting the membrane, the thickness ratio of the first liquid
and the second liquid situated in the two chambers may be set.
The local intensity of the X-ray radiation may thus be varied.

In an embodiment, the adaptive filter may include a pump
device, by which the ratio of the pressure in at least one
chamber may be varied. As a result of setting the pressure, the
membrane is specifically adjusted, and the thickness ratio of
the first and second liquids contained in the two chambers is
thereby varied. The local intensity of the X-ray radiation may
thus be varied.

In additional embodiments, the heating unit may include a
heating coil and a thermostat.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a functional principle of an adaptive X-ray
filter;

FIG. 2 shows a cross-section through one embodiment of
an adaptive X-ray filter having an electrode matrix; and

FIG. 3 shows a cross-section through one embodiment of
an adaptive X-ray filter having a pump unit.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a functional principle of an adaptive X-ray
filter. A location-dependent attenuation of X-ray radiation 2 is
effected by an adaptive X-ray filter 1. The X-ray radiation 2 is
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generated by an X-ray source 3 and penetrates the adaptive
X-ray filter 1 and, subsequently, a patient 4. The X-ray radia-
tion 2 is measured by an X-ray detector 5. A control unit 6
controls local attenuation of the X-ray radiation 2 by the
adaptive X-ray filter 1.

An intensity profile 7 of the X-ray radiation 2 upstream of
the adaptive filter 1 is illustrated schematically at top right in
FIG. 1. The intensity y is represented above the axis x, which
specifies the location. An almost smooth profile of the inten-
sity y is shown. An intensity profile 8 of the X-ray radiation 2
after passage of the X-ray radiation through the adaptive
X-ray filter 1 is illustrated schematically at bottom right in
FIG. 1. The variation in the local intensity y caused by the
adaptive X-ray filter 1 is shown with the shape of the intensity
profile 8.

FIG. 2 shows a cross-section through one embodiment of
an adaptive X-ray filter having an electrode matrix. The adap-
tive X-ray filter 1 includes a housing 9 that is separated by a
flexible membrane 10 into a first chamber 11 and a second
chamber 12. Each of the chambers 11, 12 has an inlet or outlet
13, 14, via which liquids 15, 16 (e.g., a first liquid 15 and a
second liquid 16) contained in the chambers 11, 12 may be
delivered or discharged. The first liquid 15 is a magnetorheo-
logical liquid or an electrorheological liquid. The second
liquid 16 is a liquid metal. An alloy such as GALINSTAN, for
example, which is deemed to be nontoxic and is already
employed in applications such as in a thermometer, may be
used as the liquid metal.

Each inlet or outlet 13, 14 communicates with a reservoir
(not shown) for the respective liquid 15, 16 in order to deliver
or discharge the liquid 15, 16. A fluid pump (not shown) for
applying a minimum pressure to the first liquid 15 contained
in the first chamber 11 is provided at least in a line coming off
the inlet or outlet the 13. The adaptive X-ray filter 1 may also
include a series of upper electrodes 17a, 184, 194, 20a that are
arranged in the first chamber 11 and a similarly formed series
of'lower electrodes 175,185,195, 205 that are arranged in the
second chamber 12, coincident with the upper electrodes 174,
18a,19a, 20a. Voltage may be applied separately to the upper
electrodes 17a, 18a, 194, 20a. This provides that an electrical
field is established via the respective upper electrodes 17a,
18a, 194, 20a, to which voltage is applied, and the lower
electrodes 175, 185, 195, 205. The position of the electrical
field is determined by the form of the respective upper elec-
trode 17a, 18a, 19a, 20a. The respective upper electrodes
17a, 18a, 19, 20a are spaced apart from one another and
isolated from each other. In addition, gaps, through which the
respective chamber liquid 15, 16 may circulate, are provided
the respective upper electrodes 17a, 18a, 19, 20a. The upper
and lower electrodes 17a, 18a, 19a, 20a, 175, 185, 195, 205
together form an electrode matrix.

A heating apparatus 21 that, for example, includes a heat-
ing coil (not shown) and a thermostat is arranged in the
adaptive X-ray filter 1. The heating coil is not to be situated
within an area irradiated by the X-ray radiation 2, as the
heating coil would otherwise be imaged on an X-ray pro-
duced. The second liquid 16 is heated by the heating appara-
tus 21. A constant fluidity of the liquid metal 16 is achieved as
aresult ofheating the liquid metal 16. The viscosity of the first
liquid 15 is varied by the electrical or magnetic field applied
to the first liquid 15. By this, if a corresponding pressure is
applied to the second liquid 16 at the same time, the flexible
membrane 10 situated between the first and second chambers
11, 12 is adjusted. By adjusting the flexible membrane 10, a
thickness ratio of the first liquid 15 and second liquid 16
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contained in the two chambers 11, 12 may be set. The local
intensity of the X-ray radiation 2 may thus be varied using
such an arrangement.

FIG. 3 shows a cross-section through one embodiment of
an adaptive X-ray filter 1 having a pump unit. The adaptive
X-ray filter 1 includes a housing 9 that is separated by a
flexible membrane 10 into a first chamber 11 and a second
chamber 12. Each of the chambers 11, 12 has an inlet or outlet
13, 14, via which the liquids 15, 16 contained in the chambers
11, 12 may be delivered or discharged. The first liquid 15 is a
liquid that does not absorb X-ray radiation 2. The second
liquid 16 is a liquid metal or a colloidal solution including
selected chemical elements. The inlets and outlets 13, 14 from
or into a reservoir (not shown) are controlled by a pump
device 22 having a pressure equalization device (not illus-
trated) for the respective liquid 15, 16 in order to deliver or
discharge the respective liquid 15, 16. The pump device 22
regulates the pressure of the respective liquid 15, 16 at least
for one of the two chambers 11, 12. The pump device 22 may
also be operable to apply a minimum pressure. A heating
apparatus 21 that, for example, includes a heating coil (not
shown) and a thermostat is arranged in the adaptive X-ray
filter 1. A constant fluidity of the liquid metal 16 is provided
as a result of heating the liquid metal 16. As a result of setting
the pressure by way of the pump device 22 in at least one of
the two chambers 11, 12, the flexible membrane 10 is specifi-
cally adjusted, and the thickness ratio of the first and second
liquids 15, 16 contained in the two chambers 11, 12 is thereby
varied. Varying the thickness ratio of the first and second
liquids 15, 16 contained in the two chambers 11, 12 allows the
local intensity of the X-ray radiation 2 or an X-ray radiation
characteristic (e.g., filtering out soft radiation) may be varied.
The thickness ratio of the liquids 15 and 16 may be captured
by the pump device 22 having the pressure equalization
device (not shown).

While the present invention has been described above by
reference to various embodiments, it should be understood
that many changes and modifications can be made to the
described embodiments. It is therefore intended that the fore-
going description be regarded as illustrative rather than lim-
iting, and that it be understood that all equivalents and/or
combinations of embodiments are intended to be included in
this description.

The invention claimed is:

1. An adaptive X-ray filter for varying a local intensity of
X-ray radiation, the adaptive X-ray filter comprising:

a first chamber comprising a first liquid;

a second chamber comprising a second liquid, wherein the
second liquid is a liquid metal and is operable to absorb
X-ray radiation;

a flexible membrane operable to separate the first chamber
from the second chamber, and operable to vary a layer
thickness ratio of the first liquid and the second liquid;
and

a heating apparatus operable to heat the second liquid.

2. The adaptive X-ray filter of claim 1, wherein the first
liquid is a magnetorheological fluid.

3. The adaptive X-ray filter of claim 1, wherein the first
liquid is an electrorheological fluid.

4. The adaptive X-ray filter of claim 1, further comprising
ahousing, in which the first chamber and the second chamber
are constructed.

5. The adaptive X-ray filter of claim 4, wherein the heating
apparatus comprises a heating unit adjacent to the second
chamber.
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6. The adaptive X-ray filter of claim 5, further comprising
an electrode matrix operable to apply an electrical field or a
magnetic field to the first liquid.

7. The adaptive X-ray filter of claim 5, further comprising
a pump device operable to vary a ratio of the pressure in the 5
first chamber, the second chamber, or the first chamber and
the second chamber.

8. The adaptive X-ray filter as claimed in claim 5, wherein
the heating unit comprises a heating coil and a thermostat.

9. The adaptive X-ray filter of claim 4, further comprising 10
an electrode matrix operable to apply an electrical field or a
magnetic field to the first liquid.

10. The adaptive X-ray filter of claim 4, further comprising
a pump device operable to vary a ratio of the pressure in the
first chamber, the second chamber, or the first chamber and 15
the second chamber.

11. The adaptive X-ray filter of claim 1, further comprising
an electrode matrix operable to apply an electrical field or a
magnetic field to the first liquid.

12. The adaptive X-ray filter as claimed in claim 11, 20
wherein the heating unit comprises a heating coil and a ther-
mostat.

13. The adaptive X-ray filter of claim 1, further comprising
a pump device operable to vary a ratio of the pressure in the
first chamber, the second chamber, or the first chamber and 25
the second chamber.

14. The adaptive X-ray filter as claimed in claim 13,
wherein the heating unit comprises a heating coil and a ther-
mostat.

15. The adaptive X-ray filter of claim 1, wherein the second 30
fluid comprises a colloidal solution.
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